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PAKISTANI PARTY 
TO EXPLOIT GAINS 

/victorious 'United Front' 

I Expected t o  Challenge 
I Moslem League Rule 

I 
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The bewildered Moslem League 
leaders in Karachi, the national 
capital in West Pakistan, which 
lies .1,000 miles westward across 
Tndia, asked: What happened t o  
the spirit of Islam'when the peo- 
ple went to  polls; did they forget 
that .it was the Moslem League 
that  led them from a minority 
status in predominantly Hindu 
India ' in 1947 ? 
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But the answer to these and to 
many other questions, which re- 
vealed how far league officials 
had drifted from the mass of 
hungry, naked peasants, lay in 
theballot box. The people voted 
not so much for the United Front 
as against the MosIem League. 
The Ust is long and the issues 

of more than provhcial interest. 
!Unless they are settled to the 
,satisfaction of the restive millions 
'here, East Palpiatan may break 
'away from west Pakistan, thus 
reducing the latter q n e  to  the 
level of a third-rate power in- 
stead of the fifth largest nation 
in t he  world. 
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'.. DACCA, Pakistan, March '20- 
&gia's yersion of backroom pol- 
itk's:.. began in earnestness this 
~ 6 ~ w i t h  the big dollar cigar re- 
@aceif by the aromatic hookah. 

..'..-$' At:stake was the future of the 
Pa-tanl Moslem League, a po- 

~.Jiticar':machine run down by the 
8eceptive assumption of indefi-, 

l.&te power born during more 
than' six years of uncontested 
.cdntrol:.. 
!.The 'victorious was 

:the, United Front party, which 
polled an overwhelming majority 
o f  .the-,lOlOOO,OOO votes cast in 
the 'recmt elections in East Pak- 

..'&tan. . 
. The $oGt of votes tonight 
s'liowed:'thqt of 237 seats re- 
&fv6d .for' Moslems in the 309- 
,.inm= Legislature of East Pakis- 
tan,. seventy-two being r e s e ~ e d  
for minority groups, the United 
Front go t  180, tJe Moslem 
Leaguel 7, and independents, 10. 

Underscoring the sl'gnif icance 
of the vote is the fact that East 

~Bengal, which is the proliincial 
1 name of E a t  Pakistan, b repre- 
sented in the National Assembly 
by forty-five of the geventy-two 
seats. 



Aside from the common re: 
ligious interest, and the elections 
proved that to be an insufficient 
tie to avert a breach, there is 
on* economic interdependell'ce, a 
factor that is also losing aigni- 
flcance as both wings pursue in- 
dependent agricultural and indus- 
trial development plans. 

Aaide from the geographic sep- 
aration, which is greater than 
between New Pork and Chicago, 
West and East Pakistan are cul- 
turally a world apart. Their peo- 
ple dress differently and speak 
different languages, Urdu in 
West Pakistan and Bengali in 
East Pakistan. This has been a 
bitter inter-zone Issue that the 
Moslem League could not settle. 
The Bengalis want their tongue 
to be one of the state languages, 
but the western section rejected 
the request. 

Then there are many assertions 
that the Central Government, 
dominated by the Punjab Prov- 
ince "clique," has relegated East 
I~akistan to coIonia1 status de-, 
spite the fact that most of the 
foreign exchange earnings conie 
from here. 

On the Kashrnfr issue there are 
not many Bengalis who care 
whether the state stays with 
India or comes over to Pakistan. 
"It is too far away, would not 
mean anything for us and besides 
we are preoccupied with getting 

our fair share of Central Govern- 
ment allotments, which have been 
denied to us," East Pakistanis say. 
Huaeyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, 

leader of the United Front and 
last Chief Minister of undivided 
Bengal, has promised to "right 
these wrongs." H e  went to Ka- 
rachi yesterday and today his 
associates here said that in meet- 
ings with Prime Minister Moham- 
med Ali and Governor General 
Ghulam Mohammed "he laid the 
groundwork" for an early solu- 
tion of aeveral of these problems. I - 


