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Toughest stance against illegal immigration

Los Angeles Times
05-04-06

PHOENIX — Michelle Dallacroce has 4,997 unread e-mails, is late to a meeting and needs to pick up her
daughter from elementary school, but here she is, counting day laborers.

"Look, they're over there!" she says as she steers her Lexus SUV through her neighborhood. "That one's
under the trees! My children have to see this." Her outrage rising, Dallacroce takes a detour, stopping at a re-
tirement home to distribute fliers for her new group, Mothers Against Illegal Aliens.

In contrast to the coordinated pro-immigration rallies across the country, hundreds of grass-roots activ-
ists such as Dallacroce are veering in different directions as they try to influence Congress to crack down on
illegal immigration.

They are picketing Mexican consulates; they're building a barbed wire fence on the border and phoning
lawmakers to protest legislation that would allow illegal immigrants to stay in the U.S. They have sponsored
anti-illegal immigrant initiatives in Colorado and Phoenix. In recent weeks, they have staged demonstrations
in cities in the Midwest and Southwest that have drawn a couple of hundred protesters each.



Although they aren't turning out hundreds of thousands of demonstrators, activists say public sentiment is
on their side. "The people who are against illegal immigration tend not to be the people who march," said Ira
Mehlman of the Federation for American Immigration Reform, or FAIR, which seeks tighter immigration re-
strictions. "They're the people who call their congressman, then show up to vote."

In Los Angeles, activists who take the toughest stance against illegal immigration have formed too many
groups to count, and more seem to crop up every week. Many are run by only a handful of people, but count e-
mail lists in the thousands. There's Mid-America Immigration Reform Coalition in Kansas City, Mo. Califor-
nians for Population Stabilization. Friends of the Border Patrol in Covina. Wake Up America Foundation in
Las Vegas. Colorado Alliance for Immigration Reform. Northern Coloradans for Immigration Reduction. The
American Resistance Foundation in Georgia.Sometimes they don't even have a name. Silvio Cipro, a Denver-
area salesman, decided last fall to urge people online to send letters to President Bush calling for tougher bor-
der security and enforcement of immigration laws. His goal is 5 million letters.

“What's striking about the 'anti' forces is they're not institutional," said Rob Paral, a research fellow for
the American Immigration Law Foundation in Washington, an association of immigration lawyers. "They are
largely unorganized — or not organized at the national level in the way they would like to think."

The most visible, the Minutemen, is building a fence on private land along the border with Mexico. On
Wednesday, the group began a cross-country tour to demand tougher immigration controls.

Dallacroce, 40, formed Mothers Against Illegal Aliens in January — two months after attending a Minutemen
protest against a day laborer pickup site at a Home Depot. She and several friends run the group.

Dallacroce is brimming with ideas and has shared them on Fox News, MSNBC and CNN. She wants to
challenge the law that grants automatic citizenship to children born to illegal immigrants in the U.S. She's con-
sidering boycotts of Tyson, McDonald's and other companies that she says employ illegal aliens. She's gather-
ing signatures for a ballot initiative — sponsored by another activist — that would end Phoenix's ban on its po-
lice asking people whether they're in the country legally.

But she mostly collects e-mails from people angered by illegal immigration, and directs them to join
the efforts of groups around the country that are sending letters to Congress and deluging elected officials with
phone calls arguing against amnesty.

"People in America are crying out," she said, displaying about 200 e-mails she received after Monday's
boycott and marches: "In seeing the demonstrations I have felt sooooo angry," one began. Another asked:
"What can we do to stop this mess, I just want to slap every politician."

Dallacroce grew up surrounded by Greek immigrants in Chicago, but when she moved to Phoenix six
years ago she began to feel uneasy. She heard only Spanish in some neighborhoods. Day laborers swarmed
near her house, and a rash of burglaries plagued her upper-middle-class neighborhood. She said that last year
she concluded that Mexican immigrants were invading the country and weren't interested in assimilating.

She formed Mothers Against Illegal Aliens, she said, because she feared for the future of her two young chil-
dren, who could be ignored in a United States dominated by Mexican-born people. She described the possibil-
ity of Mexicans taking over the country as "genocide" and said migrants were "raping" the country by demand-
ing social services.

But she also valued knowledge of foreign languages and was making sure her children learned Spanish.
She said she understood what drove some migrants to venture across the Arizona desert. "I can imagine hiding
in the bushes to feed my children," she said. "My heart goes out to them. [But] we don't have what we have be-
cause we give it away to everybody."

After being received warmly by residents anxious about illegal immigrants, Dallacroce leaves the retirement
home and drives to a Kia/Buick dealership to meet with Rick Oltman, an organizer for FAIR, one of the few
anti-illegal-immigration groups with a national profile and staff in several cities.



Rusty Childress, the dealership's owner and head of a group called United for a Sovereign America, complains
about difficulties coordinating with "an alphabet's soup" of groups fighting illegal immigration.

Dallacroce voices frustration at the massive publicity that pro-immigrant rallies received. "How do we get the
message out?"

Oltman, who trains grass-roots activists, preaches calm. He says that every time illegal immigrant marchers are
shown on television, public opinion turns against them.

"You're not going to get half a million Americans to leave their jobs," he says. "The most important thing is to
get the people to contact their elected officials."

He advises Dallacroce to put aside her desire to challenge the citizenship birthright. It's important, he says, for
those against illegal immigration to speak with one voice.

"You've got to go for the main menu items right now, and that's border security, workplace verification and in-
ternal enforcement" of immigration laws, Oltman says.

"Once we get that going, we can start dealing with these other important issues."



