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There is little doubt that there was a tide of communistic zeal going on in late 1960s and
subsequently through the 70s in Bangladesh side. Bangabandhu was a father figure at the
top of AL! Who were the other leaders who lead the war on the ground? Shahjahan
Shiraj, ASM Rob, Major Jalil, Siraj Sikdar, Rashed Menon et al? What was their political
ideology? Many fought under the AL umbrella but were strongly influenced by
communist ideology. Of course, the whole nation finally joined in the fight in different
capacities. The communist tide was very strong in 1971, so much so that Bangabandhu
had to institute a largely communistic proletariat dictatorship [BAKSAL] after his return
to free Bangladesh.

I personally do not blame Bangabandhu because there was a wild revolutionary tide
flowing all over the world. Communist ideology even deceived the imagination of great
thinkers like Tagore and Bertrand Russell until they had an opportunity to see it first
hand in Russia. I was personally influenced heavily by that. I can vividly remember how
I used to be excited by a morbid revolutionary zeal at a young age in late 70s and early
80s. I even used to subscribe to the revolutionaries directive that even your family
members must not be spared if they oppose the revolution. Nothing should stand above
the revolution.

For America’s point of view, Pakistan was their sole friend in South Asia. Communist
revolutionary zeal was foaming in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and elsewhere. Of course,
India was always with the Communist block since 1947. Pakistan was the only US ally in



the region. As the 1971 war started, our freedom fighters crossed to USSR-allied India
for shelter and training. I don’t know how the US could help Bangladesh. Since Pakistan
was the only partner in the region and communist-phobia was major focus of the US at
the time, there was no way America could sever relations Pakistan. Do you disagree with
that? If, not provide the facts to prove it otherwise. And even if the US had not
supported Pakistan, do you think that Pakistan would not have killed any Bangladeshi
and just let go? No doubt we were the victims because of the mad situation that existed
around the world in those days.
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