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A majority of Palestinians disagree with two of Hamas’s ideological tenets: the
non-recognition of Israel and the imposition of Islamic sharia law. Even though a high
percentage believe that “armed resistance” by militants from Hamas and other factions
drove Israel to dismantle its settlements in the Gaza strip last summer, almost as many
still believe in a two-state solution to the conflict. Hamas adjusted its campaign platform
to fit. It made no mention of destroying Israel, as outlined in the movement’s charter, but
concentrated on domestic issues: the disunity and corruption within Fatah and the
Palestinian Authority (PA), and the poor state of the economy and public ( Economist )
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