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Revolutions and revolutionary wars are inevitable in class society, and without them it is impossible to accomplish any 

leap in social development and to overthrow the reactionary ruling classes and therefore impossible for the people to 

win political power. 

"On Contradiction" (August1937), Selected Works, Vol. I, p. 344.* 

War is the highest form of struggle for resolving contradictions, when they have developed to a certain stage, between 

classes, nations, states, or political groups, and it has existed ever since the emergence of private property and of 

classes. 

"Problems of Strategy in China's Revolutionary War" (December 1936), Selected Works, Vol. I, p. 180. 
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“Violent means will give violent freedom. That would be a menace to the world and to India herself.!” 
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“History shows that wars are divided into two kinds, just and unjust. All wars that are progressive are just, and all 

wars that impede progress are unjust. We Communists oppose all unjust wars that impede progress, but we do not 

oppose progressive, just wars. Not only do we Communists not oppose just wars; we actively participate in them. As 

for unjust wars, World War I is an instance in which both sides fought for imperialist interests; therefore, the 

Communists of the whole world firmly opposed that war. The way to oppose a war of this kind is to do everything 

possible to prevent it before it breaks out and, once it breaks out, to oppose war with war, to oppose unjust war with 

just war, whenever possible. 

Ibid., p. 150. 
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“It is quite proper to resist and attack a system, but to resist and attack its author is tantamount to resisting and 

attacking oneself, for we are all tarred with the same brush, and are children of one and the same Creator, and as such 

the divine powers within us are infinite. To slight a single human being, is to slight those divine powers and thus to 

harm not only that Being, but with Him, the whole world.” 

-Gandhi 
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The law of the survival of the fittest is the law for the evolution of the brute, but the law of self-sacrifice is the law of 

evolution for the man.... The basis of self-sacrifice is love.... It is no non-violence if 

we love merely those that love us. It is non-violence only when we love those that hate us। 
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