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Comrade Stalin, having become Secretary-General, hasunlimited authority concentrated in his hands,

and I am not sure whether he will always be capable of using that authority with sufficient caution.

Comrade Trotsky, on the other hand, as his struggle against the C.C. on the question ofthe People's

Commissariat of Communications has already proved, is distinguishednot only by outstanding ability.

He is personally perhaps the most capable manin the present C.C., but he has displayed excessive self

assurance and shown excessive preoccupation with the purely administrativeside of the work.

These two qualities of the two outstanding leadersof the present C.C. can inadvertently lead to

split, and if our Party does not take steps to avert this, the split may come unexpectedly.

------\

------\

Stalin is too rude and this defect, although quitetolerable in our midst and in dealing among us

Communists, becomes intolerable in a Secretary-General. That is why I suggest that the

comrades think about away of removing Stalin from that post and appointing another man in h

stead who in all other respects differs from Comrade Stalin in having only one advantage,

namely, that of being more tolerant, more loyal, more polite and more considerate to the

comrades, less capricious, etc. This circumstance may appear to be a negligible detail. But I

think that from the standpoint of safeguards against a split and from the standpoint of what I

wrote above about therelationship between Stalin and Trotsky it is not a [minor] detail, but it is

a detail which can assume decisive importance.
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?%4 )2!/$" ' /?$; A4+ Ak!/' 3?%$/$ %95 ! b 7  !* 3 L %.*!/4 8BN!/?$; 9ON!/$

: k%<  : /%D4L4>!%: %4@/4 1%&%4B4L %9D! 4!%'/B '!/F 14! F4 ' H$!%4?!*L )&$

IQ!$!/?!;
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F%4. -4sN! L$-N!@B! * P !B' A4+ %?4 R! !? 4?/Q%@'/B S$&! -A/' S Ns$ ' /4$ TU!%?$

%"/$!%@/P@ A4+ 'W!/)$'@ , A- X"/$ YZ!%?/$ *!/D "s%k [4&/f %F/?$ \ k%̂ /'

Jk'!/&; A/B 4/? _` '!; A ! a "/$- &!% c ' -&!- ` t e! b g s&h )&! i ?!/@ j k%l  

*!/D m$!+ ! 4!'Os/ o "%U/P : U/?$; p !%?$q'!$ &!% s ' aL/4/k 1+Q- %$/?$ $!; X /?

-/)" .! !/?$ ' u!/)$'@ , %"/$!%@/P@ A4+v k%x ; 9s:9!: yD/' ?!@ .? z{ !%?/$ ;

J*/? |} '! *!/D ~k%  %4/ !f A' b/ " "' b:$ $!*; A'k! : &! ! ( !/X *! ! 1* * 4

&!S %$/" + 'D! 4%?;

'%)%$b- :!%k//& 0*/ 2 k! L 3"$!/ /? 4 )&! 4 6 7 4QL;8k%: /' ; '!$ T!*! ' /&

A4+ <?%$/$ ?! > ? kA !/) C/' %$bE!?!-" ' /& 1@ 3&: 34G4s%I ) K! *!/D A- :%"Q$

4M!4.! '/ /F$ NO!%?$;PD)& ' S!/)$'@ J %"/$!%@/P/@ *!/D Tk%V  '!%"P!

- X ! '/ ?!%K/P/F$ A4+ ) Z!$s:s/?k S '/ /F$; ' \!/)$@ xyzz *!/?- ]?%$$/' J%"

"!$!$ ` k%b /' * !/& ./4; c?%$$ 4U )!/: d$&! %F/?$- f)' %B/?$ ' f!/)$'@/' ;
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J*/? ' l !/)$'@ A4+ %"/$!%@/P@ 1 n4 %4p/4 %4r / t - %F/?$; %' v ?!/@ wU

N!SP! x4?!P , y )&! %: &:/ U )&$ , z?%$/$ 1$sK& ./?$; A/B %$b | !-" ' /& ,

1 ~4 %4 /4 &!/B @ 3%)'! , "$*)'/ " X &!* '/ $ #k%%[l ];

X /? xyz . *!/? &!BQ :!%k('+/ * /* +, !%?/$ *!.!/O . A ! / k%1 /' 4%*/P  !N/?$ ;

A- 23'!- 4*4!/  '$ X !/ 6 %$P8 $ ' ? -9k%; '/P' %)%$k 4?! *s/O!K <:/?$ -

&!/&- = 9s .!&&!%? : U?; ?@!%?$ %$/" ).! BC D9!/  *s/O!K E:/?$; 1$ G%B/'

H!@B! * J !B$!P &N$ 4sN! L$; K!@B!/&S Lk%N O?N! Jk/' PBSP! .? '! $

4sN! L$ A4+Q !%?$R" U!k S4&/f/F$ Tk%V /' Jk'!/&; 1$ X!$Z:%\ '!  !%QP!/& 4 ^ ;

X /? _k%a &N$ b9'/)k  [l ];

&4sS c k%e &N$ f )&! h $j $$; k a J%) m *4 o!%f$!P'; X /? 's qO%k/P J/ 'k! %4s 4

'/ A/B * !/& :! /&$; %' u v k%x %F/?$ :!%kz { %& %$/4%B&| !g-&!/' A- }~ '!

ON$ •'!$ T!*! '/  X /?/F , &N$ S :!%k"/' # ' %4'  !N! "/$ ) %&%$xyz B *!/? :!%k

'+/ - /* J / !$ "!%$/P/F$; 1D9 A/'- 01 !%?%$3  ! 4?/4$ X 5!'Q$!%? 7 !

The party in the last analysis isalways right because the party is the single historic instrument

given to the proletariat for the solution of its fundamental problems. I have already saidthat in

front of one's own party nothing could be easier than to say: all mycriticisms, my statements,

my warnings, my protests--the whole thing was a meremistake. I, however, comrades, cannot

say that, because I do not think it. Iknow that one must not be right against the party. One can

be right only withthe party, and through the party, for history has created no other road for the

realization of what is right.-8k-xyz B *!/? :!%k :'+/ < /* @!t$  

O!-/.!' ='!$ T!*! 14 ?!P @k%B S :!?k! 9!? %B/?$; &! @ *! &N$ :!%k D *B* F !;

'! $ G* I !? '%)%k JK'! ) M!/$" '/ NX /?/F; O!@B! &! Q?N! F!:!/ S $!;

xyz . *!/?  !%QP! 1D U$L%& )sN Ds4/U : U/& , V%)' 1*/ X!Q Y*- *s/O!K A/$ %B?;

:!%k[ 1* ]^ ')/ a ! _ %k %*/a k b : c& L '/ -S' e! ’* f 3D A4+ SP!' h! ’* i :;

j *!%@/P& :s%?Q A/B %:%k/Pk"/? :s/ %B? l %&%4n4L '!O p'?!/: "$ r; xyz . *!/? 

s*/:k u )!/* "!) w!$L/& ')s y%$b{ 1@s}~!$ 4  !D".?; # %)'/B )/f %')s ' %$b)
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.$&!/B / %& &L2 34 !@ ?67 ' /?$ 8k%: -A4+ :!%k</' %9%T %B/?$, A- @!/4 9?/?

Ak! 4s/ ! > !k/B :!%k @./P O!/ B ; C%)'/B :!%k EAk! J F$-; &!- :!%k H/& Kg& J

B '! ;

In the fiercest moment of WarCommunism, the system of appointment within the party did not have one

tenth of the extent that it has now. Appointment of the secretaries of provincial committees is now the

rule. That creates for the secretary a positionessentially independent of the local organization. [...] The

bureaucratization of the party apparatus has developed to unheard-of proportions by means of the

method of secretarial selection. There has been created a very broadstratum ofparty workers, entering

into the apparatus of the government of the party, whocompletely renounce their own party opinion, at

least the open expression of it,as though assuming that the secretarial hierarchy is the apparatus which

creates party opinion and party decisions. Beneath this stratum,abstaining from their own opinions,

there lays the broad mass of the party, before whom every decisionstands in the form of a summons or

command.

4!'L '%)%$b L M$&! ! S NO'! 1Kg&!% Q' '!/" 1NsQL -&! ! S K?! R)?!/?$ :!%k T 

4s/ !V !%k' W$& //Y 4 [!:!/  [l ]

[...] we observe an ever progressing, barely disguised divisionof the party into a secretarial hierarchyand

into "laymen", into professional party functionaries, chosen from above, andthe other party masses, who take no

part in social life. [...] free discussionwithin the party has virtually disappeared, party public opinion has been

stifled. [...] it is the secretarial hierarchy, the party hierarchy which to an ever greater degree chooses the

delegates to the conferences and congresses, which to an ever greater degree are becoming the executive

conferences of this hierarchy.

\] '! *!)%P' @!/4 %:Fs .k?; %' _ ` )&! &!/B .!/&; &!- xyz B *!/? :!%k b'+/ d /* ek%g  

%4i /k B?4!%" 1%@/O!K J$! .? ;

A'k! %"%$* )/$  !N/& ./4; :!%k m/& &N$ Kg& o 9!-%F/?$ 4/?$ pk%r /' sQ!f$4!%B 4/?

K!?!K!? tB$ J"/' u !%?%$w  !;

%'y 4!{ 4k! %'? | k%~ J*/? xyz L *!/? •! a -b%$P!$ S 4# ' /& 9!-%F/?$ ! . T!S '/ 

&! A& Kg& % &') "!K? )'$ ? b +  k! :% - ! ; .Q!t$4!B 4! JBQ 04!B *4 '%)%$b2 /B -

JBQ 44!/B J?N! 6!-J*?  +k! 7 )&! BN/? ;
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O!-/.!' xyz B *!/? '+/ = /* S >N/P!/N%Pk! *!)/$ A? $!; ??%$$ *BA BP!& 4/? , 9D s?F ! 

N!%&/ - , ) /& ).!$ G$&! HI !K%?/& A'k! # /' M N9P ! .?; Q !%?$ :%?k4s/ !RD/' S* U!?

'%)%k *4 WX%$/" Y?!' Z+!'!/& ?!K/?$ ; [ k%]  Q L ^@/T :/ U; b%$ Fs%k/&_K/?$;

`?%$/$ ) /&sb*+4!B c k%e "!$/?$ fg !%?/$ '!F hD/' , %'j k ?%$/$ X s$!/ /? O!/& l k%n

$! D!'/& :!/ $ , &! "/$ p @s? A'k! qak "!$!/$! .? &!/' ! &! 1*s* s &! *s/O!/K , t  a

J%) v *4 x!%f$!P' :B yD/' &!/' zF&/k {X ?! .? [l ]; | *k! "!$sP! L , xyz : ; ' ~!/)$'@ ,

:%?k4s/ ! A4+ :!%k  !* # !? '%)%k $D/' %k%' /' F &!k/& 9!-/?$; ( !%?$ 9!-/?$ $!; 1: 34*

) ,%$:s/?Q/$ -N?/F$ &N$ ./ !%?$; &! -/)" b 1 ? ./ 3 - ' 5!/)$'@ &! '!" ' /F$ A4+

%$/" as4/F$ [: ];

6k%8 /' Jk'!/?$ *4!- %)/?; A4! %' ./4 ? 4!%' ! & J JB/Q : "/$ < =k%?  %4/ !%f&!

'/ $ %$ - '/ /F$ @k%B /' Jk'!/& - '! $ Ck%E D!'/? , &! ! *4!- J G!'s/ U D!'/&$;

Hk%J /' 4*!/$! )! L MN/P!/N%PNO .? PQ'! %$/"/B )/f S;

xyz : *!/? 9&sB UQ :!%kW'+/ Y/* Z[ .? \*- ]NS/N%P;A4! %"/$!%@/P@ A4+ '_!/)%$'@

`' * !/$! "/$ b :!%kd )/f f %?4h! !? i : -4sN! L$,  !-'@ A4+ k)% k  *!/D l !%?/$ 9s%n

.?; “o* q!Q!%?") -$ SP!$ '! s L “ $!/) tu !%?/$ %4'/& $ w!Q!$!? x* z!Q!%?") & | A- :!%k

'+/  /*- :!Q .P ; %"/$%@/P@ A4+ '"!/)$'@ #$ !%?$/' * !/$! "/$ & '?%$/$ ( L *!/D

)"!k 4 &!f/?$; X /? xyz 2 *!/? '+/ + /* &! ! :!%k - .D/' %4&!%U& ./?$; / k%1 S :!%k3 4D/'

%4&!%U& ./?$ ; 5Qt/)Q 67 !%?/$ %49 /; &! ! < a/ > !P!/ ? '!/Q B%4/D !@EBN!/& 4!f G.$

&! ! HIX &! ./?$ ; J k%L /'  !%QP! MD/'- &! U!/$! .?;.!/& .!&' U! :% /P- &! U!/$! .? -

A4+ &! %X P S Q&!?! .?  !%QP!/& R!/* * /%T "/$ V; &N/$! %$%4X%Zf!P Ns$ N&) ' ! )&$

14 \ !P J/*$ %$ ]^ !%?$;xyz l *!/? '+/ ` /* , 4sN! L$,  !-'@/B &! U!/?$ :%?k4s/ !

aD/'; 1*+N c! :!%ke') gL/' &! U!/$! .? h k%j  *)D l' */ n /.; '! $ , &!/B *!.!O p J &! 

q /P!"$ r$-; A-@!/4 xyz l *!/? )/f t %$ v sQw )&! 1%f'! L ./?$ x !%?$; &/4

yz{ !9! L . SP! | )&! 4! Ns$ N! !%: ' ! } )&! &N$ S J/* %$; ~*k! ./4 •" k :!/" $ : 

&! %$/P :/  :/4 &J/?!9$! ' 4 ; %' '/ 1 ( 4 %4* /4 yz % +$&!/' ,- !%?$ Ns$ ' /4$ ;

xyx 2 *!/? O! ! 4?/Q%@' %4 / 4 '/ %F/?$ , &! ! O%B A'4!/ ! "!$/&$ -Kg& 1 /' 2 +Q '/ 

4 fs- 5B&7- 8& L .P ! "!/  J)/? &!/B 9' 4 U/" U! *!-/4% P!P %$4 ;!*/$ :! T!/$! .& -

<*N!/$ =>)/k) S &! ! ' /&$; J %$/"/B ?4A%4' J)/? -&!/B %4C4L 4Es ! A'B)

X !P!% +FG!P!/a HX ?/4$ ! ` t J!& J*/? JBQ L4!%B QN /B O9/P J @P+' P !K -Ak!- J*?

Q4S !%$' *& U!
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xyz l *!/? : ZD/'- [\ !%?$] *!%@/P&/' :s%?Q ^_ k 4!$!/$! `a ' /?$; KL" c!P dON!/$

OLf  X /k! # s?%F?, g*N!/$ &! X /k! ?!K!/$! .?  [y ]; h aL S A4+ *+4!B:/ j &! "PK!$

*! !%B$; 14 l ! A)$ mn!%?$ 4p /r ! %B/& bT/? , .!&&!%? D!)& $!; )!/$ s' S D!)!/& *!.*

t :& $!; uO v D/) D!)/4 , w* x %&%4z 4L 4/? f ! : U/& :!/  [y ]; *) | } ?N'/' ~ !%?$• %&/&

4!f ! ' ! .?; xyz l *!/? :/  !%QP!/& A$ "' %@aL 4! %*/$ k :s%?Q %'@!/4 "$)!$/*

* &!* * /%( '/ A4+ ) %@+/- A/' : . *!%@/P&/ /B/Q Kg.& 2! *+K%T& .P , &! %$/P :/  

*+N4!P J/?!9$! ' 4;

&s?$!)s?' @!/4 %.k?!/  5 )&! b 7 !$ 1/$' 1/$' )* /g; '! $ :!%k 9/& %&%$ %F/?$

1 ; %&/ !f =A')! ? @$&!; A"? BN/k CX  ! : D)-$ ' F!H I ?N! JB;?/& %&%$ &N$ "$%L P

–&!-  !-)! % :!4%?/' MNX Kg&!%P' :/D- Q)&! BN? '/ $ %&%$; %4/ !%f/B .& S! A4+

Kg& U/' V +Q ' ! XY ./4 xy .. *!/? : ZD/' -ON$ Kg&/ \  :/D- %&%$ %$ ̂ sQ_ )&!

`:/P/F$;

Nazi Party Election Results

Date Votes Percentage Seats in Reichstag Background

May 1924 1,918,300 6.5 32 !"#$% &'(#

December 1924 907,300 3.0 14)'# *+(, -. /

May 1928 810,100 2.6 12

September 19306,409,600 18.3 107'$-0$ 1% 2+341 5,  6789(:% 7(%

July 1932 13,745,800 37.4 230<+- => ?(@ A ,B$ C(@"

November 193211,737,000 33.1 196
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A- &D f gD/' :% i ! - xy . L *!/? jk k %a/mQ$ %.k?!/  '!/F %F? *4/D/' 4 U JQ oL4!B

.&!Q "$K/g '!/F %.k?!/  “Qq &s ” - @!*u!- A 9s%w "!) y!$/B z  !4 | ! "/$ ~B!PL-

•*k!- *4  D/' !4QL"N/P/F; *4/D/' 4 U *)* $! ./ & , ' *- *)P $!%"/B (T'!/$! )&$

)' S %F? $!; "!) +!$ '%)%$b-  ! : /%D4L 1$/!$1 2B/Q )&$ AN!/$ S "$ %4%45 ; "gKg

9!-/F 9!' L -A ! 6Q!$!%8 /?$ 4?/Q%@' %4: /4 K <; &! A/B J =' :! ? ! @B/4! ALC!$

 E $QL? F$&! : H!/:$ , &!S A'ks 4!f! IBSP! J9L! '/ /F$ -%'N %' '/ OB/4$ ? *4!- PO

$!%"/B "$% SP A/" U!/& )%.)!%W&! A)$%' xy . x *!/? X9s Y:!K! [ ! ' /& %K/P $!%"

:!%k] X !_ ON$ ` $b-c !$LP 4e!4*!B!  ! f! )'s4 '/ %B/?$ ! A ! ')s g%$bi /B j :k!/ l ,

- n%B/B Q!*!/p , @!*r!- 9s%t O! "!) v!$L/' wQ!t$ ' ! 9s% y , &! )!$/4 $! 4?/F ! J %'

9!- ? z 2 zQ X | P! L,xy . L ; A' '%)%$b ~  !-/N J  $ f !/$! !9#! ' /&- , %4/ !%f

 !"$L%& 4% ' ! F 3/&! &:/P ' K/?$ Kg&!%) ' @!/4 %$4+!%9& 9-!// ? %.k?! , %O%$ 4F 

N!/$' J/K S "!) 1!$ $!K% '- %F/?$ $! ! xB- "s?!- , xy .. *!/? 4!%' *4:!%k 3/' %$%Q5 ' !

.?; 67a -b%$P!$ %$%Q9 ' ! .?; %4/ !%f :$&!/B ; "/? @ ! A4+ .& =! ' ! >? ' ? $!%"

:!%kA; $!%"/B :s%?Q BCk %$/P :/  :/4 EJ/?!9$! ' 4;

F%4-B-FD)4! ON$ 9 I/K? 

AN!/$ A'k! %"%$* b/ MNO; P?%$$S %T' A'- @!/4 Kg& R/' S +* '/ %F/?$ [z ]-%'V

"$K$ &! *!/D %F? $! ; &!- W?%$$/' xyx 2 -xyxy , A- X4F f/ K /.OsZ ' /& ./P/F;

March 1933 17,277,000 43.9 288DE$(F#% +$,$% ?-:
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%.k?! /' S*4 %'Fs ' /& .P %$ -_` X a %B/$- %4/ !%f/B *!X '/ %B/P%F/?$; '! $ , "$Kg

&! *!/D %F? -4c /&! )!f e/) %.k?! &!/B )!D!- +s%'/P%F/?$, A')! g %&%$- :! /4$ &!/B 

hN/& %B/&, 9!'% %B/&;

O! ! 4/?$ 4?/Q%@' %4j /4 )!f l /) m' /& n )&! "gK/$ .!/& oK/F -p*k!& xLL % %)/Dr

'D! 4/k- -O%B f/ S %$, &! *& t, &!./? S %.k?!/ bB!. $ uD/' 4?! vO/& :!/ , "$%x P&!

'!/" ?!%K/P Kg& z /' .& |! ' ! S J*/? }'!$ '!/" 'D! $!; %.k?!/  A- 's'L%& •, :/ 

$!/Q 4! *s.!/& !! ! S ' /4$;

")! $! 'D! %'!$ Os%' /&- *+*BLP Kg&/ )  .& +! *)D -$/O!K/ $P; 0O*4 '%)%$b 2  ! :!%k 4 

J@ 67 L$ Kg&/ 9  )!.!/ ;< @ :s -&!/B "/$ >xyx 2 ?D/' xyz l *!? :O AB !%QP! -%&.!*

&s/? %B?!); Sk!/' :!%k D J@ FG L$ Kg& I $! J )&! %)b%"' L!? M9P! 4?/4$ ? *+*BLP

Kg& O/' P?%$$ O%BQP!/ RN!P! 4/?$ , &!./? &! ) /&sT :/ 4?/Q%@' :!%k V J@ XY L$

Kg& [ /' %' \ )&! *!' !̂* 4?! O!P ? _ !%?$`a X B!4! bN/?/F$; cQ/t ON$ %"/&/F$ :!%k e/&

&! *4 %4/ !%f/B Ns$ '/ /F$; xyz l *!/? J/K 14Q g&!/B h fs 4%.j ! '/ /F$; Ak!

'%)%$bl /B -%&.!/* m'!$ %4%op Ok$! $!; 9L/$ S A'- Ok$! O/k/F; :!%kr )/f t %4/ !%f/B 

u)/ vX ?! w'!$ f /$ Kg& y ? J A-*4 :!%k {Kg&/ }  ~ :'D! •Q!$!/$! J)!/B 4 ! "

'%)%$b#  ! %'  !%QP! -%&.!* %'Fs- :/ U$ %$?

O!-/.!' , 4%" '%)%$b ' /B *!/D J)! 1%@ ) &! 4/? A ! $! "!/$ )! +,4!B, $! "!/$

4?/Q%@'/B -%&.!*; '! $ 4?/Q%@'/B -%&.!* % T' T!' "!$/? , %$/"/B '%)%$b. 4/?

:% 9P %B/& A ! ? 0 ! 1:&;

 [x]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stalin

[z ]http://mukto-mona.com/banga_blog/?p=136

[. ]Robert Service. Stalin: A Biography. 2004.ISBN 978-0-330-41913-0

[B]Leon Trotsky, founder of the Red Army, issued a decree (24 October1919) proclaiming, “Woe to the unworthy soldier

who sticks a knife into an unarmed prisoner” (The Military Writings and Speeches of Leon Trotsky, Vol. 2 [1979]).

[: ] http://mars.wnec.edu/~grempel/courses/stalin/lectures/StalinTrot.html

[? ]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nadezhda_Krupskaya

[2 ]On the suppressed Testament ofLenin by Leon Trotsky (written in December 1932, published in 1934, sometimes

incorrectly dated as 1926)

[l ]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Trotsky

[y ] BBC documentary-war of the centuries: when Hitler met Stalin. http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?

p=0A3666F1AAC47487
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