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Mu'awiyah was eager for people's agreement to give allegiance to his
son Yazeed. He resolved to take allegiance to Yazeed as a crown
prince. So he consulted the grandest companions, the masters of the
people and the district's governors. They all accepted. Delegations
from the districts came with acceptance to give allegiance to Yazeed.
Many Companions gave him the allegiance as well. Hafij Abdul ghoni
says: "His (Yazeed's) caliphate is rightful, sixty of the companions of
the prophet gave him the allegiance. Abdullah Ibn"Umar was one of
them." [Qayd Al-Shareed min Akhbar Yazeed, by Ibn Khaldoun, p.70]
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"O my son, I have arranged everything for you, and I have made all the
Arabs agree to obey you. No one will now oppose you in your title to
the caliphate, but I am very much afraid of Husayn Ibn Ali, Abdullah
Ibn Umar, Abdur Rahman Ibn Abu Bakr, and Abdullah ibn Zubayr.
Among them Husayn Ibn Ali commands great love and respect
because of his superior rights and close relationship to the Prophet. I
do not think that the people of Iraq will abandon him until they have
risen in rebellion for him against you. As far as possible, try to deal
with him gently. But the man who will attack you with full force, like a
lion attacks his prey, and who will pounce upon you, like a fox when it
finds an opportunity to pounce, is Abdullah Ibn Zubayr. Whenever
you get a chance, cut him into pieces." (Igqd al Fareed Volume 4 page
2206)
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‘After the oath was taken to Yazid in Syria Mu'awiya gave Syed ibn
'Aas the task of gaining the acceptance of the people of the Hejaz. This
he was unable to do, so Mu'awiya went to Mecca with an army and
with full treasury. He called together the principal Muslims and
addressed them thus:

"You all know that I have lived among you, and you are aware also of
my ties of kindred with you. Yazid is your brother and your nephew. It
is my wish that you take the oath of allegiance to Yazid as the next



Caliph; then it will be you who will bestow offices and depose from
them, who will collect and apportion money". He was answered by
Abdullah ibn Zubair, who gave him a choice of three things to do,
first he might do as Allah's Messenger had done and appoint no
successor, second he might do as Abu Bakr had done and nominate a
successor, third he might do as Umar had done, and hand over the
whole matter to a council of six individuals, none of whom was a
member of his own immediate family. Mu'awiya's anger was kindled,
and he asked "Have you any more to say?" "No". Mu'awiya turned to
the remainder of the company "And you?" "We agree with what Ibn
Zubair has said", they replied. Then he addressed the meeting in
threatening terms: "The one who warns is blameless. I was speaking
among you, and one of you was bold to get up and call me a liar to my
face. That I will bear and even forgive. But I stand to my words, and I
swear by Allah that if any of you speaks one word against the position
that I take up, no word of answer will he receive, but first the sword
will take his head. And no man can do more than save his life".

Thereupon the commander of Mu'awiya's guard ordered two men to
stand over each of the nobles of the Hejaz who opposed him and to
each he said, "If your man leaves his guards to speak one word, either
for me or against me, then let the guards strike off his head with their
swords". Then he mounted the pulpit and proclaimed: "These men are
the Leaders and the choicest of the Muslims; no matter can be
successfully handled without them, nor can any decision be taken
without their counsel. They are now satisfied to take the oath to Yazid
and have indeed already taken that oath by the name of Allah". So the
people took the oath.

Syed Qutb Shaheed in "Social Justice in Islam" (English translation
pages 209-210):
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