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of the Rights of Woman) 3G =5¢=12. feic2icz=s [Chap. VIL.
Modesty.—Comprehensively Considered, and Not as a Sexual Virtue]

(6)The shameless behaviour of the prostitutes, who infest the streets of London, raising
alternate emotions of pity and disgust, may serve to illustrate this remark. They trample
on virgin bashfulness with a sort of bravado, and glorying in their shame, become more
audaciously lewd than men, however depraved, to whom this sexual quality has not been
gratuitously granted, ever appear to be. But these poor ignorant wretches never had any
modesty to lose, when they consigned themselves to infamy, for modesty is a virtue not a
quality. No, they were only bashful, shame-faced innocents, and losing their innocence,
their shame-facedness was rudely brushed off; a virtue would have left some vestiges in
the mind, had it been sacrificed to passion, to make us respect the grand ruin.
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a Sexual Character Discussed]

(4) How grossly do they mnsult us who thus advise us only to render ourselves gentle, domestic
brutes! For instance, the winning softness so warmly, and frequently, recommended, that
governs by obeying. What childish expressions, and how insignificant is the being—can it be an
immortal one? who will condescend to govern by such sinister methods
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